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· ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY AND DEPUTY SECRETARY, I WANT TO WELCOME ALL THE TRIBAL LEADERS AND TRIBAL POLICY STAFF TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES.

· A NUMBER OF TRIBAL LEADERS PRESENT PARTICIPATED WITH US IN A MEETING WITH THE WHITE HOUSE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS STAFF THIS MORNING.  IT IS GOOD TO SEE EVERYONE AGAIN.

· ALSO, I WELCOME OUR COLLEAGUES FROM IHS AND CMS WHO HAVE TRAVELED DOWNTOWN TODAY

· I AM PLEASED THAT THE SECRETARY THROUGH HIS OFFICE OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COULD FACILITATE THE TRIBES REQUEST FOR A FOLLOW UP MEETING TO THE ONE HELD HERE ON OCTOBER 2, 2002.

· THE PURPOSE OF TODAY’S MEETING IS TO 

· CONTINUE THE DIALOGUE REGARDING THE CMS OUTPATIENT PROSPECTIVE PAYMENT SYSTEM RULE’S DELAYED IMPLEMENTATION

·  DISCUSS TRIBAL CONSULTATION OPTIONS, AND

· CMS WOULD ALSO LIKE TO INITIATE AN INFORMAL DISCUSSION REGARDING THE 2003 PAYMENT RATES

· YOU ARE PROBABLY AWARE THAT IN ADDITION TO YOUR CONVERSATIONS WITH US REGARDING THE OPPS ISSUE AND TRIBAL CONSULTATION PROCESS, WE HAVE ALSO CONTINUED A DIALOGUE INTERNALLY REGARDING THE SAME CONCERNS.

· IHS AND CMS HAVE BEEN MEETING REGULARLY TO DISCUSS THIS ISSUES.

· IN ADDITION, ON NOVEMBER 21, 2002 HHS HELD IT’S INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE INTRADEPARTMENTAL COUNCIL ON NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS.  DEPUTY SECRETARY CLAUDE ALLEN CHAIRED THE 2-HOUR MEETING.  DR. GRIM, AND I SERVED AS THE COUNCIL CO-CHAIRS, AND QUANAH STAMPS, OUR NEW ANA COMMISSIONER WAS ALSO IN ATTENDANCE.

· AT THIS MEETING WE IDENTIFIED NEXT STEPS TO IMPROVE ON OUR EXISTING CONSULTATION PLANS AND PROCESSES, AND WE TALKED ABOUT THE OPPS ISSUE, AMONG OTHER ENHANCEMENTS WE DESIRE TO ACHIEVE TO IMPROVE OUR INTERNAL COORDINATION AND COMMUNCATION EFFORTS ACROSS THE ENTIRE DEPARTMENT TO BETTER SERVE YOU.

· I’M GOING TO ASK EVERYONE TO INTRODUCE THEMSELVES, THEN I’M GOING TO ASK DR. GRIM TO SAY A FEW WORDS, AND HE WILL BE FOLLOWED BY TOM GRISSOM.

· I KNOW THIS IS A TRIBALLY DRIVEN AGENDA FOR TODAY’S MEETING, HOWEVER, I BELIEVE THESE TWO GENTLEMEN HAVE SOME INFORMATION TO SHARE WITH ALL OF YOU THAT WILL AFFECT THE REMAINDER OF OUR CONVERSATION TODAY.

· [INTRODUCTIONS COMPLETED]

· I’LL TURN IT OVER TO DR. GRIM.

