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Good Afternoon Everyone.

It is great to see you all again. I hope that you have found the 6th Annual Budget Consultation Session to be valuable and successful session. I know a lot of hard work and planning went into this session. I have noticed the many changes from the previous sessions.  I think that the added changes are beneficial. Moving to the Great Hall has certainly made a difference. 

The past year has been a busy one for the Department of Health and Human Services with regards to tribal affairs. Secretary Thompson and I have made reaching out to Native American communities a priority for all of us at the Department and we have responded to the priority.  The Secretary and I have traveled to Indian country with many of our senior staff.  In 2003 we met with representatives of 104 tribes while we were in Indian country.  And the more we traveled to your homes and communities, the more we understand the tremendous need that exists.  

We made a commitment that we would increase tribal access to all HHS programs and I have challenged each of our senior staff to do just that.  I am happy to say that we have made progress.  Between 2001 and 2003 HHS resources provided to tribes or used for the benefit of tribes increased from $3.9 to $4.4 billion.  This increase was done in partnership with you sharing and showing us the needs of your communities and homes. And I want to thank you for your hospitality and your willingness to educate us about your needs. The Secretary and I know that much remains to be done.

At the Department of Health and Human Services we have opened our doors in the Immediate Office of the Secretary.  The Office of Intergovernmental Affairs is your portal to HHS for intergovernmental matters.  We work with state, local and tribal governments on a daily basis, and I want to assure you tribal governments and the respective Native American organizations are just as important to my office and the IGA office as any of our other constituents. You should feel free to contact the IGA office and the Tribal Affairs staff to assist you with your needs and concerns. Gena, Ric, Stacey and Phyllis are available to help you navigate through the Department. 

You have provided excellent testimony to our senior staff and agencies today. They have been asked to take your presentations into full consideration as they continue working on the fiscal year 2006 budget formulation process. And we will continue to keep Native Americans a priority at the Department.

This concludes the HHS meeting for the day.  I wish you safe travel home to your loved ones and community members. Again, thank you for the time and attention you’ve given to this process today.
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