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| R THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES /

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201

JUN 13 2001

Dr. George A. O. Alleyne

Director
' Pan American Health Organization

525 Twenty-Third Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Dr. Alleyne:

Thank you for taking the time to come meet with me ‘on June 7%. I
enjoyed our conversations in Geneva at the World Health Assembly, and
I appreciated the opportunity to learn more about your vision and
objectives for PAHO in the coming years.

Thank you also for your letter requesting the United States commit to
the containment of wild polioviruses in storage. The United States is
fully committed to PAHO’s Executive Committee Resolution CE126.R4
urging Member States “to initiate activities related to the
containment of any laboratory material that may harbor specimens of
wild poliovirus.” Additionally, we support the recommendations
contained in the WHO Global Action Plan for Laboratory Containment of
Wild Polioviruses. ;

. The United States is proud of its nearly 100 years of successful
cooperation with PAHO, and I commend your organization on its vital
participation in eradicating polio in the Americas. ’

I look forward to our continued collaboration in improving the health
of the people of the Americas. We at HHS fully support your agenda
for improving health in our Hemisphere, and we will work closely with
you to accomplish our shared goals.

incerely,
%
Tommy” G.” Thompson




